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December 21, 2023 

 

 

Antony Blinken 

Secretary of State 

2201 C Street NW 

Washington, DC 20520 

 

 

Redesignate the Houthis as a Foreign Terrorist Organization 

 

 

Dear Secretary Blinken: 

 

Just weeks after you took the Oath of Office as the 71st Secretary, swearing to defend the 

Constitution of the United States against all foreign enemies, you implemented what can only be 

described as a reckless and delusory new strategy in addressing foreign terrorism: denying its 

existence.  

 

In the face of blatant and ongoing acts of terrorism by Ansar Allah, an Iran-backed militia group—

also known as the Houthis—you revoked their designation as a foreign terrorist organization. 

While progressive ideologues might have you believe that you can transform something simply by 

changing its name, designation, or preferred pronouns, the strategy has clearly backfired, leading 

to the further proliferation of violent acts of terror. 

 

The Houthis are notorious for deploying drones and child soldiers, thousands of whom have been 

killed in action. Under your watch, they have doubled their attacks on civilians, critical 

infrastructure, and even the United States military, which has been forced to intercept missiles and 

other projectiles on dozens of occasions. Their attacks on commercial ships in the Red Sea have 

had a global impact, disrupting one of the world’s most important trade routes.  

 

Inexcusably, they were even able to breach the U.S. embassy in Yemen half a year after you 

delisted them as terrorists. Since another Iran-backed terrorist organization, Hamas, began its 

savage war against Israel on October 7, the Houthis have been busy collaborators, launching three 

separate attacks against the Jewish state.  

 

It is far past time to acknowledge that the strategy of delisting the Houthis as terrorists has failed 

to achieve the Pollyannish policy goals you hoped it would. Like Hamas, the Houthis are a death 

cult. No amount of earnest intentions will stop their campaign of terror.  

 

The United States of America must immediately return to a posture of clear-headed realism. If we 

are to remain the “last best hope of earth,” we must be willing to name these brutal acts of evil for 

what they are: terrorism. Accordingly, we, the joint signers of this letter, demand that you 

immediately relist the Houthis as a foreign terrorist organization. 
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Paul Teller 

Executive Director 

Advancing American Freedom 

 

Kristen A. Ullman 

President 

Eagle Forum 

 

Penny Nance 

CEO and President 

Concerned Women for America LAC 

 

Nina Shea  

Director, Center for Religious Freedom 

Hudson Institute 

 

Hon. Yleem D. S. Poblete, Ph.D. 

Former Assistant Secretary of State 

United States of America 

 

Josh Hammer  

Senior Editor at Large  

Newsweek  

(Professional Affiliation for ID Only) 

 

Congressman Robert Pittenger 

Chairman, Parliamentary  

Intelligence-Security Forum 

 

Sarah N. Stern 

Founder and President 

The Endowment for Middle East Truth 

 

Duvi Honig 

Founder and Chief Executive Officer 

Orthodox Jewish Chamber of Commerce 

 

Carrie Elise Simms 

CEO 

For Such A Time As This 

 

Ruth J. Lieberman 

Co-Founder 

The Yes! Israel Project 

Matt Brooks 

CEO 

Republican Jewish Coalition 

 

Grant Strobl 

National Chairman 

Young Americans for Freedom 

 

Robert Wilkie 

10th Secretary of Veterans Affairs 

Under Secretary of Defense, 2017-2018 

 

Gary L. Bauer 

President 

American Values 

 

Hon. Michele Bachmann 

Dean, Robertson School of Government 

Regent University 

 

Morton Blackwell 

Chairman 

Conservative Leadership PAC 

 

 

Morton A. Klein 

National President 

Zionist Organization of America (ZOA) 

 

Ambassador Pete Hoekstra 

Former Ambassador to the Netherlands 

United States of America 

 

Dr. Carl Herbster 

President 

AdvanceUSA 

 

Peter J. Thomas 

Chairman 

The Conservative Caucus 

 

Richard A. Viguerie 

Chairman 

ConservativeHQ.com 

Very sincerely, 
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Elaine Donnelly 

President 

Center for Military Readiness 

(Professional Affiliation for ID Only) 

 

Jason Poblete, Esq.,  

President 

Global Liberty Alliance 

 

George Landrith  

President  

Frontiers of Freedom 

 

The Honorable Steve King 

United States Congress 

Iowa District #4 (2003-2021) 

 

Richard Allen 

Founder 

JCCWatch.org 

 

L. Brent Bozell III 

Founder and President 

Media Research Center 

 

Senator Tan Parker 

Texas Senate  

District 12 

 

Eli M. Gold 

President 

Gold Institute for International Strategy 

 

Dr. Jianli Yang 

Founder and President 

Citizen Power Initiatives for China 

 

Jay D. Homnick 

Senior Fellow 

Project Sentinel 

Fmr. Dep. Ed. - The American Spectator 

 

 

 

Star Parker 

President 

Center for Urban Renewal and Education 

 

 

Lieutenant Colonel (Ret.) Tommy Waller 

President 

Center for Security Policy 

 

Kenneth R. Weinstein, Ph.D. 

Japan Chair 

Hudson Institute 

 

Kevin O. Romero 

Communications Director 

Republican Party of Puerto Rico 

 

Daniel Pipes 

President 

Middle East Forum 

 

Jeffrey S. Trimbath 

President 

Maryland Family Institute 

 

Jeffrey Berk 

Founder 

TruthTells 

 

Mitch Silberman 

Co-Founder 

Jewish Republican Alliance 

 

Shoshana Bryen 

Senior Director 

Jewish Policy Center 

 

Gary Marx 

President 

The Concord Fund 

 

Don Feder 

President 

Don Feder Associates 

 

 

 


